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province. Whilst the provinces have thus their autonomy which
was granted to them in November last at Delhi1 restored to them,
I would strongly advise them not to exercise those powers without
the greatest deliberation or with undue haste. Indeed I would
advise them, unless circumstances render civil disobedience abso-
lutely imperative, to take a little rest, and purge their volunteers*
register of all the names of those who did not believe in every
single detail of the requirements of the Congress pledge.
It would really add to the strength of the movement if the pro-
vinces before re-embarking upon individual civil disobedience would
put their house in thorough order and ensure perfect non-violence,
non-violence not merely in deed but in thought and word. Whilst it
is perfectly true that the country as a whole has made remarkable
progress in the cultivation of a non-violent spirit it cannot be denied
that there is still great room for the improvement and that we are
living in a state of perpetual suspense. The ideal atmosphere for
civil disobedience, whether individual or mass, is undoubtedly an
atmosphere of perfect calm. Civil disobedience must not be de-
monstrative. Each one who is arrested has to go to prison un-
attended by demonstrative escort. There is still a desire on the
part of crowds to flock to courts or to follow civil resistors as they
are being taken to jails.
There are many other things which I can mention and which
require attention. Whilst therefore each province is free to do as
it likes so long as it fulfils the conditions laid down for individual
civil disobedience, my own advice is that they should not make
haste.
QUESTION : Do you think that within a short interval of suspension of
certain activities and their restoration by the All-India Congress Committee
the atmosphere had cleared to an extent as would justify the resanctioning of
those activities?
ANSWER : I thought the resolution itself was perfectly clear
on the point. If you will look at the Bardoli resolutions you will
find a stiff condition laid down for mass civil disobedience. You
will see that individual civil disobedience is treated in the resolu-
tion in a different way. Its suspension is only till further instruc-
tions, meaning clearly that whilst mass civil disobedience was being
suspended it was considered necessary by the Working Committee
to suspend other activities and to understand the situation thoroughly
for itself, [and] for that purpose to refer the matter to the All-India
1 Vide Vol. XXI, pp. 411-4.